An immunological study of a Pb-thionein like protein in rat liver.
Administration of a sublethal dose of lead acetate to rats induced the simultaneous synthesis of a Pb-thionein like protein (Pb-BP) and Zn-thionein in the liver. To determine of the Pb-BP is a species of metallothionein, immunological properties of this protein were investigated. The results indicate that the Pb-BP is cross-reactive with the antibody against rat Zn-thionein II, strongly suggesting that the Pb-BP is a metallothionein.